
Call lor Applications:

Visiting Research Scholar Fellor,vship 201 8-201 9

Int e rn u I i o na I lle.s e a r c h (' ent e r .fb r J up an e s e Stu d i e,s (lV r c h i b unk en I
The International Research Center fbr Japanese Studies (Kyoto, Japan) is pleased to announce an

opening for on^e^or two foreign scholars _to reside at the Center and participrite during the Japanese
academic year 2018-20l9 in one of the following team research projecfs:

1 . Outline

A. Popular Culture as Social Movement

Most of the genres of what is now called "popular culture"-rnanga, animation film, and

music-that rs the subject of scholarly attention today w.ere, in the 1970s at least, referred to as

"countercultures." As if resonating riith the debates we once sarv online declanng, on one side, that
"Politics shouldn't be brought into rnusic," and counterrng on the other, that "Politics is where rock
music started!" there is a strong tendency in scholarll, research on popuiar cr.rlture today to avoid the

subject ofboth political and social context. The fact that "Cool Japan" is a government sponsored

cultural movement is self-er.'ident Popular or "rnass" culture is always inseparable from all sorts of
political movements, and manv eramples of popular culture show themselves to have been

unselfconsciously political or cultural movements.

This team research project is intended to bring to the surface and evaluate various currents, and so

demonstrate, for example. that aspects of popular culture such as manga and anime are not only
"culture-of-resistance" type of movements from below but also "propagandist, activist" movements
orchestrated from above: or agarn shorv the friction or collusion they generate, or indeed reassess

popular culture as "movements" from r.vithrn. What one can espy there is the dynamism of history, in
which there is a split of the field into different parts which, while being a very new territory of
research, is alreadl, uncertain about rvhere rt is headrng.

We need to break arva1, from the fblly of attempting to stud1, popular culture apart from politics and
historv.

XQuestions regarding the details of the research project may be sent to Professor OTSUKA Eiji at the
Center address, by e-rnail at eotsukal@nichibun.ac.jp

B. A Cultural History of Sound and Hearing

Sound as signal, record, science, literature, association, voice, language, expression it has

assumed tremendous drversity and great power within human cultures. The sounds emitted by nature

and by humans can be solemn and moving as well as torturous and savage, they can be entertaining,

and they can be a marketable commodity, an avant-garde incrdent or a science. This team research

pro1ect will move beyond the frameu'ork of "music" in order to clarify the complex cultural workings
of sound. This involves constructing a way of thinking that should start from the organs of hearing

that receive sound While the importance of the auditory sense has long been recognized, discussion

of the subject has been far more limited than that for the visual sense. Recently, however, a number of
works have appeared that are fundamentally changing that situation.



This team research project transcends the boundaries of established disciplines, reexamining the

cultural and historrc diversity of sound and the ear in a way that we hope wrll provide the keystone for
future discussion. The sources of sound we will study range from natural sounds, rmagrnary sounds,

and musical instrumental (implement) sounds, machine sounds, to electronic sounds, and the contexts

we will examine include everything from the sounds of daily life to medical sounds, media, recording

technology, film, stage, and exhibited art, "learning from the past" from the place we are today,

XQuestions regarding the details of the research prolect may be sent to Professor HOSOKAWA Shuhei

at the Center address, by e-mail at hosokau,a@nichrbr.rn.ac.jp

2 . Elisibilitv

(1) Display evidence of prior research and publications directly related to the above research
project.

(2) Have a Ph.D (or equivalent) and an academic posrtion (including part-tirle)
(3) Not more than 65 years old when the research period begins.

X We especially welcome applications from vounger scholars, and also from scholars of diverse

research areas. The position is open to an-v drscrpline" and not restncted to specialists of Japanese

Studies.

However, discussions and presentations ri'ill be in.lapanese, so knowledge of the language would

be preferable.

3 . Research Period

The scholar is expected to arrive in K1'oto someday between April I and October 31.2018; the

fellowship runs from.vour arrival until March 31.2019, and the term cannot be extended.

Please be sure to arrive in Japanwithin 1 to 7 da.vs before the starting date of your contract period.

4 . Terms of the scholar

(1) The Visiting Research Scholar's salarv u-il1 be determined on the basis of salary regulations and

will reflect the Visiting Research Scholar's seniority It will be paid on the appointed day each

month.

(2) Roundtrip travel expenses (economv class ticket only) will be paid.

(3) A research allorvance (inciuding a domestic research travel expense allowance) will be

disbursed to each Visitrng Research Scholar.

(4) The Center's ltbrary, computers, and other facilities, including an individual research room, will
be made available for the use of the Visiting Research Scholar, in the same way as for a regular

full-time employee of the Center

(5) Visiting Research Scholars have opportunities for presentation of research findings in seminars,

public lectures, and the Nichibunken Forum held by the Center.

(6) Housing accommodations wrll be available on the site of the Center. (There are charges for the

use of these facilitles.)



5 . Application form

The application forrn may be downloaded from Nichibunken's website.

6 . Application

Submit via e-mail in PDF format to " kyoudou@nichibun.ac in " bv l7:00 (Jaoan time) Julv 31.

2017.

Be sure to add your signature at the end of the application form.

7 . Results

Nichibunken will screen all apphcants fairly and critically and rvill notify all applicants of the

results late in December- 2017.

8 . For further information. contact:

Research Support Unit
Research Cooperation Section

International Research Center for .Iapanese Studies

3-2 Oeyama-cho, Gor-vo, Nishrkl o-ku. Kyoto 610-1192, JAPAN

Tel : +81-75 -335-2044

Fax . +81-75-335-2092

E-mail: kyoudou@nichibun ac 1p




